
 
 
 
              
PRINCIPAL’S CORNER  -- I cordially welcome the students and parents back to GES from what I 
trust was a restful summer vacation. The staff has successfully completed the enormous task of preparing GES for the 
opening of this school year. 
 
Your child(ren) will bring home various items for you to read and return. I realize how tedious this task is. Please 
exercise patience and carefully read the materials. Promptly return the items which need to be brought back to school.  
Review the BASD Elementary School Handbook and our GES Handbook carefully and keep them for future reference. 
 
For the safety of our children, I would like to review our security procedures: 
• All doors are locked and everyone must enter through the main doors.  You must press the button on the gray box on 

the left side of the door.  When greeted, give your name and purpose of visit.  
 
• Visitors and volunteers must report to the office before going to the classroom areas. You will need to sign in and 

secure a clip-on badge in the main office area. 
 
We believe a key element in a successful educational program for your child is effective home and school 
communication. We strongly encourage parents to communicate regularly with teachers and other appropriate school 
personnel to foster openness, understanding, and a team commitment of academic success. I can be reached at 610-369-
7485 during the day or 610-970-9038 at home. I will attempt to return every phone call daily. By communicating and 
working together to solve problems before a crisis develops, we will ensure the best possible learning environment for 
your child and a happy and successful school year. 
 
 
NEW STAFF MEMBERS  

Ms. Jessica Degan  Learning Support 
Mrs. Anita Reed  2nd Gr. LTS 
Mrs. Jacqueline Laurence 3rd Gr. 
Mrs. Susan Manwiller  Paraprofessional 
Mrs. Jennifer Furniss  Paraprofessional 

 
PARENT TEACHER NIGHTS  -- We are looking forward to your visit on these important nights.  Your visit 
enables you to meet your child’s teacher and learn about the year’s plans.  This introductory meeting will begin a 
positive, supportive home and school partnership.  We strongly encourage 100% participation by each child’s parent(s).  
Reminder:  These meetings are not designed for children.  Babysitting is not provided.  I suggest you work out a 
babysitting arrangement with a neighbor, relative or another GES parent. 
 

Kindergarten  Monday, September 15 
  Grade 1  Tuesday, September 17 
  Grade 2  Tuesday, September 8 
  Grade 3  Wednesday, September 16 
  Grade 4  Tuesday, September 10 
  Grade 5  Wednesday, September 9 
  Grade 6  Thursday, September 2 
 



REMINDERS   
Daily Opening – Children may be dropped off after 8:25 a.m.  Do not drop your child(ren) off before 8:25 a.m. because 
we are unable to supervise them.  Please remember that each school day begins at 8:45 a.m.  A student being transported 
by private vehicle who arrives after that time will be considered tardy.  The student must accompany the adult to the 
office to be signed in before reporting to class.  Be sure to sign in the appropriate time that the child arrives at school.    
This procedure does not apply to students who arrive on a late bus. 
 
Safety Procedures - (Late arrivals and early pick-ups) All children arriving late must be signed in at the office by a parent 
or guardian.  Students leaving early must be signed out by having the adult report to the office. 
 
School Transportation - Any questions about bussing should be directed to Mr. Steve Missimer, Transportation 
Supervisor at 610-369-7431. 
 
Free or Reduced Price Lunch  
Applications are available for those who qualify and wish to take advantage of this opportunity.  If you received free or 
reduced lunch last year, you must reapply this year before October 3. 

 
 

REMINDER:  LUNCH PRICES  – The cost of an individual lunch for a student 
is $2.00. The price of milk is $.50. 
 
 
 

 
CHILD CUSTODY INFORMATION   
 
The school requests information when a student does not reside with both natural parents due to separation or divorce.  
Please request and complete a “child custody” information form to be on file at school for future reference.  This 
information MUST  be updated every year so that all information is current. 
 
MEDICAL EXAMS   
 
Parents of Kindergarten students are reminded to return two required health forms - a physical exam report from the 
child’s doctor and a dental report from the child’s dentist.  Parents of third grade students should return a dental exam 
report and parents of sixth grade students, a physical exam report.  Extra health forms are available in the office if the 
form sent home in June was misplaced. 
 
WEAPONS AND THREATS  
 
Parents, as we embark on a new school year, I want to remind you that pocket knives or other objects considered as 
weapons are prohibited in the school setting.  This includes toys that look like weapons.  Students in possession of such 
objects will face severe consequences.  Also, please emphasize with your children that threats about “killing” will also 
result in severe consequences.  Again, I thank you for your continued support. 
 
STUDENT PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
About two weeks before student photographs are taken, you will receive information regarding the taking of individual 
photographs.  As a service to parents and to raise funds for the Activity Account, the district has contracted with 
Lifetouch Studios.  There will be various options and payment is required on the day of the photographs - Thursday, 
September 17.  All students will have their pictures taken for school record purposes. 
 

 



BEEP AND PEP CLASSES  
 
The parents of children who attend BEEP or PEP classes will receive necessary information concerning arrangements 
before the classes begin. 
 
BOOK CLUB ORDERS  
 
Throughout the school year, students are given the opportunities to order books from various book clubs.  To speed the 
ordering process, payments—no matter what amount--MUST be made by check.  Checks must be made payable to the 
name of the book club. 
 
DISTRICT-WIDE READING REQUIREMENT   
 
 All students in grades one through twelve are required to read 10 books each school year. 
 
STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE   
 
Information concerning the student accident insurance program is available. If interested in reviewing the information, 
please contact our office at 610-369-7485.  The student is to return the application envelope with payment to the school 
office by September 16, 2009. 
 
STUDENT ASSIGNMENT BOOK   
 
Each student in grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 received a student assignment book.  It is required that all students record daily 
assignments in this homework book.  The assignment book is designed to help students develop organizational skills.  
Successful study depends on our efficient use of time, which requires organization.  Please encourage your child to use 
their student assignment book to help organize their work.  An organized student will do better in school.  If we plan to 
learn...we must learn to plan.  These books were made available through the joint contribution of the HSA and GES 
budget.  
 

FULL TIME HEALTH ROOM COVERAGE   
 
All schools in the district have a school nurse or registered nurse on duty at all times.  Mrs. Debra Holauchock (Thursday 
and Friday) and Mrs. Jill DiPippa (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday) provide coverage at GES.  If you wish to speak 
with our health room staff, please call 610-473-5070 during school hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUESTS FOR ASSIGNMENTS  
 
You may also request assignments for students on the answering machine when you phone in the absence before 9:00 
a.m.  The assignment may be sent home with a sibling or neighbor, or they may be picked up after 3:45 p.m. in the 
office.  Teachers are not able to gather this information until the school day has ended. 

REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCE—When your child is absent from school, please report it 
to us before 9:00 a.m. by calling 610-369-7518.   Our answering machine will record your 

message at all hours of the night or morning.  If you do not call regarding the absence,  
the classroom teacher will send home an excuse blank for your completion. 

If you do not call the school or complete an excuse blank,  
the absence will be recorded as unlawful.  

 So, please make sure you call or complete an excuse blank.  Also, if you receive a doctor’s 
excuse for any absence, send the excuse to your child’s teacher. 



ANIMAL RESTRICTIONS    
 
We have restrictions concerning animals in the classroom.  Students having allergies as well as animals being 
unpredictable have caused us to be more cautious.  If you have any questions, please direct them to me rather than your 
child’s teacher. 
 
 
 

EDUCATIONAL TRIPS  -- District policy permits students to be absent a maximum of ten (10) days per year to 
accompany parents on educationally worthy trips upon written request.  ALTHOUGH PERMITTED, WE DO NOT 
ENCOURAGE ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL.  THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CLASSROOM CAN NEVER BE FULLY 
MADE UP. PLEASE GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BEFORE PLANNING EXTENDED ABSENCES 
DURING SCHOOL TIME.  Forms must be submitted at least 2 days in advance of the trip.  Speak with your teacher 
about the effect such absences may have upon your child’s class work.   
 
The weeks of April 7-31, 2010 will be the days that all 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th grades will be administered the PSSA 
State Academic Assessment Tests.  NO TRIPS WILL BE APPROVED BETWEEN APRIL 7-31, 2010.  

 
ASSURANCE OF NON-DISCRIMINATIO  
 
 Students and parents are assured that the Boyertown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
religion, ethnic heritage, sex, limited English skills or handicap in educational programs or activities offered in the 
schools. 
Any complaints alleging such discrimination should be directed to the responsible persons in accordance with the 
following procedure: 
 

1. Complaints alleging discrimination on the basis of race, religion, ethnic heritage, limited English language skills 
or handicap should be presented in writing to the building principal. 

 
2. Complaints alleging sex discrimination should be presented in writing to the Superintendent, 911 Montgomery 

Avenue, Boyertown PA  19512 
 
STUDENT DEPARTURE  
 
Kindergarten students will not be permitted to leave a school bus or van without a parent/guardian or designated person 
for said student at the specified stop.  An alternate to having a responsible person at the stop, is to have an appropriate 
written arrangement with the school district’s Supervisor of Transportation (610-369-7431). 
 
Students in first grade and higher will be permitted to leave a school bus or van at a designated stop without the presence 
of an adult to accompany the child.  No other arrangements will be made for grade one students, or other students in 
higher grades. 
 
A time of concern is at the close of school. Parents are to wait in the library for the dismissal of children being picked up. 
Students are not to be picked up in the lobby or outside classrooms. The library provides an area where the student pick-
up can be monitored. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VISITORS TO GES  
 
All visitors (including parents) must report to the office upon entering the building. I would like to review the procedures 
to follow when entering GES. These procedures pertain to the school day except for the end of school pick up when 
parents enter through the outside library door. 
 
1. All adults (alone or accompanying children) must enter at the main office entrance. PARENTS BRINGING 

CHILDREN INTO THE BUILDING IN THE MORNING MUST ENTE R THE MAIN ENTRANCE DOORS 
RATHER THAN THE STUDENT DROP-OFF DOORS.  

 
2. If volunteering or visiting, the secretary will have you sign in and issue a pass.  Volunteers must complete a 

disclosure form in the office.  If volunteering more than five times, a child abuse and criminal check is required. 
 
Before visiting with a teacher, an appointment must be made. This will help minimize classroom interruptions. Please be 
reminded that these procedures, with your cooperation, help insure the safety of our children. 
 

IT’S THE LAW   
 
With the opening of another school year, please remember the penalty for violating Pennsylvania’s 
School Bus Stopping Law includes: $250 fine, 5 points on your driving record, and a 60 day driver’s 

license suspension.  YOU MUST STOP AT LEAST 10 FEET AWAY FROM A SCHOOL B US 
WITH RED SIGNAL LIGHTS FLASHING AND STOP ARM EXTEND ED. 
 

 

UNITY WALK—SAVE THE DATE   
 
On Sunday, October 11, at 11:00 p.m., the Boyertown Community is planning a 1-mile downtown walk to bring attention 
to the respect and caring that we want for each member of our community.  Families will be invited to participate.  More 
information will be forthcoming.  The Boyertown Area Coalition and the United Way of Boyertown sponsor this walk.  
Please plan to participate. 
 

PARTNERING WITH OUR DAUGHTERS TO BE THEIR BEST 
For parents and daughters (grades K-12): A FREE Workshop 

  
This interactive evening will feature information, videos, sharing, and ideas for parents and daughters 
who are seeking more information about some of the tough situations girls experience in and out of 
school.  Join counselors Marilee Cassidy, Maureen Gerhart, and Peg Glasgow on Monday, October 5, 
2009 in the library at Junior High West from 6:30 to 8:00.  Together, learn more about relational 
aggression (“girl bullying”), cyber-bullying, and what to do about it.  
  
To register, please contact your daughter’s school counselor by phone or email.  For further 
information, please contact your daughter’s school counselor or Marilee Cassidy, School Counseling 
Coordinator, at mcassidy@boyertownasd.org. 
 

TeRRiFiC 
Trustworthiness, Respect/Responsibility, Fairness/Caring, and Citizenship 

 
This year the GES community will be participating in a TeRRiFiC new program focusing on the development of 
strong character traits in everyday life. Throughout the year, we will be incorporating the following character 
traits into daily instruction; trustworthiness, respect/responsibility, fairness/caring, and citizenship. Each 
marking period we will be developing TeRRiFiC plans to build a strong community of caring citizens at GES. 



As we move through the year, be on the lookout for the different ways we are incorporating the instruction of 
these traits into your child’s learning. Our staff is looking forward to partnering with the GES families to 
promote excellent citizenship in our students.  
 
 
 
 
 
The PA School Health Act requires dental examinations for all students entering Kindergarten and third grade, 
and physical examinations for students entering kindergarten and sixth grade in the 2009-2010 school 
year. Physical and dental exam forms may be dated no earlier than one year prior to September 1st therefore 
forms submitted must be for exams that occurred on or after September 1, 2008. Please contact the health 
room if you need a physical or dental form for an upcoming appointment or you can download forms at anytime 
from the BASD website @ http://www.boyertownasd.org/ under Services - Student Services - Health. 
Completed physical and dental forms for these grade levels are due by September 15, 2009.  
 
Medications at school: please refer to the BASD medication policy if your child needs to take medications 
during school hours. All  medications, over-the-counter and prescribed, require a written order from a 
doctor and written parent permission to be administered to a student by the school nurse. Medication 
authorization forms are available on the BASD Web site @ http://www.boyertownasd.org/ under Services - 
Student Services - Health or by contacting the health room. 
  
Head Lice:  September is National Head Lice Prevention month. To effectively manage head lice infestations 
and prevent excessive absences in school, the Boyertown Area School District has a strict No-Nit policy. 
Information about head lice can be accessed on the BASD website under Services, Student, Health link or from 
the handout included in the packet mailed to parents in August. Prevention and control of head lice begins in the 
home. Please help us prevent head lice by following the policy and checking your children often. If your child 
gets head lice, please contact the health room so we can assist you and your child.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE the following phone numbers: 

GES Office ….610-369-7485 
Nurse/Attendance Line …. 610-369-7518 

 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE HEALTH ROOM  

Contact information for the GES Health Room: 
Health room hours: 8:25 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
Phone: 610-473-5070 
 
Mrs. Debra Holauchock, RN, CSN  
Thursday, Friday   dholauchock@boyertownasd.org 
Mrs. Jill DiPippa, RN     
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday jdipippa@boyertownasd.org 
 

Math Hotline Phone Numbers 
610-473-3720 
610-473-3721 
610-473-3722 


