Book Descriptions Prospective Grade 9 Students

Choose one of the following: S

Travel Team — Mike Lupica $5.50

Danny is a basketball fanatic. He is smart, talented, fast, and dedicated, but short. When he fails to make
the seventh-grade travel team, he also fails to follow in the footsteps of his legendary father, Richie
Wallker, who led his own 12-year-old team to win the nationals and whose career was tragically ended by

a car accident.

The Lightning Thief —— Rick Riordan $5.50

At first glance, Perseus Jackson scems like a loser, but he’s really the son of Poseidon and a mortal
woman. As he discovers his heritage, he also loses his mother and falls into mortal danger. The gods (still
very active in the 21st-century world) are about to go to war over a lost thunderbolt, so Percy and
sidekicks Grover (a young satyr) and Annabeth (daughter of Athena) set out to retrieve it.

The Killing Sea — Richard Lewis $5.00

Ruslan falls for Sarah when her family’s sailboat docks in his Indonesian town for mechanical assistance,
but Sarah, a self-absorbed American, fails to notice him. Both teens are then caught in the disastrous 2004
tsunami. Sarah makes it to safety, but her mother is killed and her father is missing, leaving her to care for
her younger brother. Ruslan also survives and immediately begins to search for his father, who had left
their coastal home before the storm. The two meet again, this time forging a relationship.

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie — David Lubar  $5.50

Scott Hudson begins his freshman year of high school as a source of income to Wesley, the school
shakedown artist. The girl he’s known since kindergarten has blossomed into a goddess, but doesn’t seem
to know he’s alive. He gets roped into writing the sports column for the school newspaper, even though
he’s not an athlete. On top of everything else, his mom is pregnant. As Scott maneuvers through a number
of serious situations, he still manages to be upbeat and true to himseif.

Warriors Don’t Cry — Melba Pattillo Beals $5.00

Beals, one of the nine black students who integrated Central High School in Little Rock, AR, in 1957,
tells an incredible story of faith, family love, friendships, and strong personal commitment. Drawing from
the diaries she kept, the author easily puts readers in her saddle oxfords as she struggles against those
people in both the white and black communities who would have segregation continue.

The Book Thief — Markus Zusak ~ $9.00

Set during World War 11 in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel
Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by
stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist — books. With the help of her accordion-playing
foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as
well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau.
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