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Procedures for 
Calling Students In 

Absent or Tardy 
 

When calling our health room 
610-754-9594 for absences and 
tardiness, make sure you give a 
specific reason for your child’s 
absence i.e., sore throat, flu, 
upset stomach, etc. If you feel 
that your child might be able to do 
the schoolwork missed, please let 
us know who should bring his/her 
work home or whether you will 
pick up the homework after 3:30 
pm. For safety reasons, we call 
parents whose children are 
absent but have not left a 
message on the attendance line.  
If we leave a message on your 
cell, home, or work phone, please 
call us back so that the absence 
is verified.  The teacher will give 
the child an excuse blank to sign 
if we do not receive a call.  We 
must receive a call or signed 
excuse blank about your child’s 
absence. Without either of these 
methods of communication, we 
will need to record the absence 
as unlawful.  Also, if your child 
sees a physician, please bring a 
note from the physician. Please 
call the number above before 
9:00 a.m. to report your child 
absent. 
*Please refer to pages 8 & 15 in 
the Elementary Handbook for 
more information. 

To speak w/Nurse 

610-473-1970 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
October 

3                 Fire Prevention Week Begins 
5                 Grade 5, Reading Symphony Youth Concert 
6                 Fire Prevention Assembly 
7                 Hat Day 
9                 Unity Walk 
10               Staff Development – NO SCHOOL/OFFICE OPEN 
11               School Board Meeting, Education Center, 7:00 PM 
15               HSA Mother/Son Hayride 
17               HSA Meeting, 7:00 PM  
18               Mix It Up Day 
21               Planetarium (Mrs. Campbell/Mrs. Hersh) 
                   Brain Show Assembly, 7:00 – 8:30 PM 
24               Rotary Dictionary Presentation, Grade 3 
25               Planetarium (Mrs. Confer/Mrs. Seiz) 
                   School Board Meeting, Washington Elementary, 7:00 PM 
27               Parent Visitation Day @ Washington Elementary 
                   Blood Drive 
28               Picture Retakes 
All Month    HSA Aluminum Can Recycling (WES Parking Lot) 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Where: Washington Elementary School 
Date: Thursday, October 27, 2011 
Time: 7:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. 
 

All donors must be 17 years old, weigh at least 110 lbs. and be in good health. 
Call 610-754-9589 to schedule an appointment.                 

          
Family Trips 

When planning a family trip, please refer to the Elementary Handbook. It is 
very important to remember that an educational trip form must be submitted to 
the building principal at least two (2) days prior to the trip. Educational trip 
forms that are submitted after the trip will not be approved. Please note that 
although permitted, we do not encourage absence from school. The activities of 
the classroom can never be fully made up. Please note that educational trips 
will not be approved during any standardized achievement tests, i.e., PSSA. If 
you have any questions, please contact Mr. Iacobelli. 

 
 
 
 
 

MAIN OFFICE HOURS 
8:00AM – 4:30PM 

 
Visitors & Volunteers 

All visitors and volunteers must report to the office whenever 
entering the building during school hours. This includes before 

and after school. Visitor or volunteer badges must be picked up and worn 
throughout your stay with us. Please remember to return these badges to the 
office and sign out before leaving. We will be looking for badges on all visitors in 
our building as a safety precaution. 

   WES 

 

VISITOR 



Early Dismissal Days 
 

Students will be dismissed at 12:30 p.m. for all the 
early dismissal days below. 
 

November 18, 2011 
November 21, 2011 
November 22, 2011 
November 23, 2011 
December 23, 2011 

February 3, 2012 
March 2, 2012 
May 18, 2012 
June 6, 2012 

 
Please mark your calendars! 

 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

 
This year, Parent/Teacher Conferences 

for the first quarter will be held on the 
following dates:  

 

Thursday, November 17 th  (4:30 ð 7:30 PM)  

Monday, November 21 st  (1 ð 3:30 PM)  

                (Early Dismissal 12:30 PM)  
Tuesday, November 22 nd  (1-3:30 & 4:30 ð 7:30 PM)  

                (Early Dismissal 12:30 PM)  

 

Unannounced Early School 
Dismissals  

 

I was very impressed with the number of 
responses we received concerning the 
expectations for children in the event of an 
unannounced school closing. The safety of all 
students is as important to us as it is to 
parents/guardians. It is important that your child 
know their plan in case we need to close school for 
whatever reason. Please take a few moments to 
work out the plan before it becomes necessary to 
use it. The task of getting more than 600 children 
to the right locations is a very large one to say the 
least and we need to devote the office personnel to 
ensuring all students are taken care of properly. 
We have made available in the Elementary School 
Handbook a listing of media locations that will 
broadcast serious weather conditions that may 
make it necessary to close schools, delay 
openings, or dismiss early. Please refer to page 7 
in your handbook under the heading “Hazardous 
Conditions Developing During the Night” for that 
information.  Once again thank you for your 
response for emergency information. 

 

Unity Walk  
 
This yearôs Unity Walk is scheduled 
for Sunday, October 9th, at 
Boyertown Junior High West.  Free 

activities for the whole family start at 12:00 pm.   
A short walk starts at 1:30 pm.   Hope to see you 
there.        

 

 

Parent Visitation Day  
Thursday, October 27, 2011  

 
This year, Parent Visitation at WES will be held on Thursday, 
October 27, 2011. The purpose of this day is for you to be 
able to visit your child’s classroom and get a feeling for the 
routine that your child experiences on a daily basis.  We are 
proud of what we do at WES. It is our hope that many of you 
will be able to visit WES in order to see the many fine things 
that occur in our school.  Remember that this is a parent 
visitation day. Younger siblings are not permitted to 
accompany parents to school on this day. 

 
     Mix It Up at Lunch Day 
 

 
On Tuesday, October 18 th  Washington Elementary School students will be participating in Mix It Up at Lunch 

Day. This is a nationwide campaign sponsored by the Southern Poverty Law Centerõs Teaching Tolerance 

program .  The program is designed to get students to sit with someone new in the cafeteria so they can mix and 

mingle.  Mix It Up helps to equip students with an appreciation for diversity and skills necessary to work 

alongside different kinds of people. By parti cipating in this nationwide campaign we hope to help our students 
make new friends and understand that, no matter what our differences, we can all be friends.  For more 

information on this project please visit www.mixitup.org . 



 
 
 
 

NO PLACE FOR HATE® is a program that empowers school students to 
challenge anti-Semitism, racism, homophobia, and bigotry in all its forms. The 
program was developed and implemented by the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), 
one of the nations’s premier civil rights/human relations organizations, in 
partnership with Philadelphia Newspapers, Inc., and WPVI-TV. NO PLACE FOR 
HATE® is endorsed by a coalition of forty-five organizations representing a wide 
range of religious, educational, law enforcement, ethnic and community groups.   
 
Our schools are becoming increasingly diverse. NO PLACE FOR HATE® celebrates that diversity and 
provides a unique  opportunity for young people to acquire the tools they will need to address the 
challenges of a rapidly changing world.  Through NO PLACE FOR HATE® our school can promote 
respect of differences, foster an appreciation for diversity, create a more cohesive student body, and 
evoke pride in our school.   
 
Last spring, Washington Elementary renewed its certification as a NO PLACE FOR HATE® school. 
This certification is renewed on a yearly basis.  
 
 

 

 

                            Constitution Day 
 

Each grade level observed Constitution Day on September 16, 2011.   
Kindergarten read the story Orb & Effy  and the students played a matching 
game using symb ols that represent our country.  F irst grade studied the 

United States in September to build studentsõ schema as they move forward in studying other 
countries throughout the school year. For Constitution Day they compared and contrasted 

our Constitution wi th school and classroom rules to define what it is and how it impacts our 
country.  Second grade read We the Kids  and discussed the rules/expectations for 
Washington Elementary and the rules/expectations for PBS.   Third grade either watched the 

Constitutio n Hall Pass  webcast and had a class discussion covering what the Constitution is 
and how we can connect the laws of the Constitution to our own personal experiences in the 

classroom or had a history lesson and watched a clip from Discovery Education.  Four th 
grade watched the Constitution  Hall Pass  webcast, discussed vocabulary words used in the 

webcast to check for understanding, and discussed how it must have felt to be a part of the 
group that made up the Constitution.  Fifth grade  watched the Constituti on Hall Pass  webcast 
and answered questions on the Naturalization Test to see what facts they knew about our 

country.  S ixth grade addressed Constitution Day through discussion and reading using the 
CNN Student News broadcast and the Time For Kids  news mag azine.   Music classes read and 

sang patriotic songs such as òMy Country ôTis of Theeó, òThis Land Is Your Landó and òStar 
Spangled Banneró.  Library classes had different activities for each grade level including a 
Constitution Matching Game, Constitution Search, and the stories We the Kids   and The U.S. 
Constitution .  
 



Time To Celebrate Our PSSA 
Scores…We Made AYP!!! 

 
     Washington Elementary School once again has 
made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)! AYP, as part of 
the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), makes 
schools accountable to students, their parents, 
teachers, and the community. The purpose of AYP is to 
ensure that all students have reading and math skills 
that prepare them for the future. This law states that all 
students must reach the Proficient level or higher in 
Reading or Language  Arts and Mathematics by 2014. 

School districts and schools must show Adequate Yearly Progress on several measurable indicators: Attendance 
or Graduation Rate, Academic Performance, and Test Participation. AYP targets measure whether a school or 
district is making sufficient annual progress towards the goal of 100% proficiency. 
     Thanks to all of the hard work and dedication of our teachers, staff, parents, and the students of Washington 
Elementary School, steady improvement in student achievement has been noted. Congratulations everyone for 
such an awesome accomplishment! 

Anti - Bullying Update  

 
The Boyertown Area School District formed a task force last year who developed an action plan of steps we are 

implementing to work towards eliminating bullying from our schools.  One of the identified steps is to help students, staff, 

parents/guardians and community members understand what bullying is and what we should do if we encounter bullying.  

With input from this task force and numerous sources, an anti-bullying “companion document” has been developed.  All 

students and staff members will be working with this document in the next few weeks and it will be posted in all district 

classrooms and common areas.  You can go to our district website to learn more about the work BASD is doing on this 

issue.  A copy of the document is attached. 

Volunteer Policy Approved 
On November 14, 2006, the Board of School Directors approved a policy that requires clearance checks 

for school volunteers. Beginning January 2, 2007, school volunteers must follow this policy. 
 
Volunteers fall into three categories: 
 
Single-Event Volunteer – This volunteer provides a service for a single event within the school which will be completed in 
one (1) school day or less. 
Short-Term Volunteer – This volunteer provides a service for a period of one (1) week or less within the school. 
 
Long-Term Volunteer – This volunteer provides a service from time to time throughout the entire school year. The service 
does not necessarily have to be performed on consecutive days. In addition to volunteers throughout the year, volunteers for 
field trips fall into this category if the volunteer will chaperone other parents’ children. 
 
Single event or short-term (a week or less) volunteers who are not reasonably expected to be present with students without a 
district employee present will simply need to sign a disclosure statement that will be kept in the school office. Long-term 
volunteers or volunteers who will be with students without a district employee present with them will be required to complete 
the same clearance requirements that 
employees must complete. The forms to apply for these clearances are available in our school office. Clearances will be 
valid as long as you continually volunteer. 
 
Upon receiving the clearances, volunteers will provide the original to the school office, and the secretary will make a copy for 
our files.  

 



 
FROM THE HSA 
It's been a busy September for the HSA, but we enjoyed seeing everyone at Back to School Night and the Welcome 

Back Picnic.  Thanks to those who participated in our first fundraiser of the year.   Kidstuff sales have been somewhat sluggish so we 
may either need to scale back our budget or run another fundraiser to make up for it.  If you have any suggestions, please feel free to 
email them to weshsa@gmail.com.   
 
Looking ahead, our second annual Mother/Son hayride event will be held on Saturday October 15, 2011.   If you're interested in 
volunteering or have questions about the event you can contact Nicole Crocker at ncrocker@comcast.net.   The next HSA meeting will 
be held on Monday, October 17 at 7 pm in the library.  Please consider coming out to stay informed and hear about the latest 
happenings at WES.   Then on Friday, October 21, 2011 we will host the first ever "Brain Show".   Look for more information in our 
weekly newsletter.  This event is free to all HSA members and $3.00 per family for non-HSA members.   Thursday, October 27, 2011 is 
parent visitation and the blood drive at WES.  This is a great opportunity to come out and see what happens on a daily basis at your 
child's school.  Mark your calendars!  Last, but not least, on October 28, 2011 is picture re-take day. 
 
Some other dates to keep in mind are as follows: 

10/6/2011-Fire Prevention Assembly 
10/09/2011-Boyertown Unity Walk  
10/10/2011-School Closed-Columbus Day  
10/25/2011-School Board Meeting at WES 

  
We are still looking for volunteers to chair the following events.  These are in danger of being cancelled if we have no one to run them.     

¶ School Board Meeting coordinator (to set up refreshment table - 10/25/11)   

¶ Family Movie Night coordinator - 11/4/11 

¶ Art Show Hospitality coordinator - 4/30/12 

¶ Mother/Daughter Tea coordinator - 5/6/12 

¶ Staff Appreciation Week coordinator - 5/12  
 

 If you are interested in any of these positions, please contact weshsa@gmail.com 
  
>>>> A shout out to Fox's Landscaping for having our Outdoor Classroom job done on such short notice and in time for the start of 
school.  Thanks for fitting us in!  We also want to thank Wendy's Flowers for the donation of the perennials.  Continue to look for 
information in the weekly newsletters regarding the Outdoor Classroom and some future work dates.  We spent so much money 
getting it ready, we want to be able to keep it maintained and let the kids use it as another learning space.  If you haven't indicated you 
wanted to help, there's still time, contact dianahager@dejazzd.com or moyershomemadegoodies@dejazzd.com. 
 
Happy Halloween!  
                            

The Brai n Show  

The Brain Showsm  Educational Assembly will be visiting Washington Elementary 
School on 10/21 and students will attend the assembly during the day.  A Family Fun Night presentation 
will also be held at 7:00 PM on 10/21. The Brain Showsm  performances are being sponsored by the 
HSA.  The Brain Showsm  has been seen by hundreds of thousands of people throughout the United 
States. The daytime school presentations are highly educational and will include questions in the 
student’s grade level provided by teachers across the country. The Brain Showsm  Family Fun Night 
performance is the pop culture version of our production where families compete against families. 
Mom’s and Dad’s and their children are on the same team. The Brain Showsm  Family Fun Night is 
highly regarded as the #1 Family Fun Event because of the high volume of audience participation. From 
the incredible game show set designs to the highly entertaining Brain Show Host, The Brain Showsm  
will be  remembered as the most educational, most fun and most exciting experience to happen at 
Washington Elementary School. 
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From the Health Room: 
Physical & Dental Exams:  All state-mandated Kindergarten and 3rd Grade private dental exam forms and all 
Kindergarten and 6th Grade private physical exam forms are due now.  If you have an upcoming appointment, 
please notify the health room of the appointment and we will make note of the date. 
 
Head Lice:  September was National Head Lice Prevention month. To effectively manage head lice infestations 
and prevent excessive absences in school, the Boyertown Area School District has a strict No-Nit policy. Our 
school nurses also perform random classroom head lice checks but we request that parents routinely check their 
children for head lice. Information on head lice is available on the BASD website or by handouts from the school 
nurse on request. If your child gets head lice, our policy requires parents to notify the health room: please help us 
prevent head lice by following the policy and checking your children often. 
 
Reminder:  Anytime you have phone number changes, either at home, work, or for an alternate, please notify the 
main office or health room in writing so we can keep your child’s emergency contact information current.  We 
would also like to have cell phone and pager numbers for parents.  If you did not list these on your emergency 
card, we will be happy to add them upon your request. 
 
Mass Screening: Heights, weights, vision and hearing screenings will be performed on all students in WES on 
November 30th. This is a state mandated screening and needs to be done on all students. If you do not want your 
child screened by the school please send in a note signed by a parent saying not to do the screening. It will be 
your responsibility to provide a height, weight, vision and hearing result on your child to the health room.   
 
Medication at school: Please see the BASD medication policy in the BASD handbook to review the policy if your 
child needs to take any medications during school hours. Your child may receive medications in school daily or as 
needed during school if the medication guidelines are followed.  Please contact the health room if you have any 
questions.  Medication forms are available on the BASD Web site at http://www.boyertownasd.org/ via the health 
services link or by request from the health room. 
 
Immunizations Grades first through sixth grade: If you received a letter from the health room stating your child 
needs a 2nd Varicella vaccine, please get the immunization done and send proper notification to the health room. 

A Word from Your School Counselors- Mrs. Oxenford & Mrs. Hummel 
 

 Last year the topic of resiliency was covered in all of the newsletter articles.  As you will recall, resilience 
can be defined as the ability to bounce back or recover from adversity.  One’s environment (family, friends/peers, 
school, and community) directly affects a person’s resiliency. The Boyertown Area School District strives to 
create a positive school climate for students, parents, members of the community, staff, and administrators.  This 
year, newsletter articles will be focused on school climate; what it is, how it affects student success, and how it 
relates to parents and the community. 
 
 “School climate refers to the quality and character of school life.  It is based on patterns of students’, 
parents’, and school personnel’s experience of school life and reflects goals, norms, values, interpersonal 
relationships, teaching and learning practices, and organizational structure.”  (Center for Social and Emotional 
Education/ CSEE, Columbia University 2010) 
 
A sustainable, positive school climate fosters youth development and learning.  This climate includes: 

¶ Norms, values and expectations that support people feeling socially, emotionally and physically safe. 

¶ People are engaged and respected. 

¶ Students, families and educators work together to develop, live and contribute to a shared school vision. 

¶ Educators model and nurture attitudes that emphasize the benefits and satisfaction gained from learning. 

¶ Each person contributes to the operations of the school and care of the physical environment.  (National 
School Climate Council & the Education Commission of the State, 2011) 

 
Next month’s newsletter article will center on the benefits of a positive school climate.    

 
Sources: 1. www.psba.org/workshops/school-leadership-conference/2010/conference-handouts/ 
                 2. http://schoolclimate.org/climate 
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