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                    Welcome Back! 
 

                              As we start the 2009 – 2010 school year, we would like to  
                                 officially welcome you back to what we hope will be another  
                                 great year at Washington Elementary School.  Everyone has   
                                 worked very hard to get the school ready for our students 
and we look forward to many exciting things for this school year.  Monthly 
newsletters will be used to keep you informed of dates, events and other 
pertinent information.  Please support our H.S.A. officers who will continue the 
excellent tradition of service to our school, community, and children ……… 
Marion Reigner, President, Jenn Martin, Vice President, Brenda Krupp, 
Secretary, and Stacia Wenhold, Treasurer.  Remember, by working together we 
CAN make a difference. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Attendance 

 
Please call 610-754-9594 
before 9:00AM if your child will 
be absent or tardy. Before or 
after school hours, you may 
record your message and the 
Health Room personnel will 
verify. State with who work 
should be sent home, and the 
reason for the absence or 
tardiness. 
Please refrain from calling 
the main office or the 
classroom teachers to 
report absences. 
______________________ 

 
              

             Residence 
        Change 

 
If you plan to relocate to 
another residence any time 
during the school year, please 
notify the office as soon as 
possible.  This information will 
be most helpful to prepare for  
the opening of another school  
year and in order to keep our 
records current. 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
September  
2    FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS  

8    Parent Night – Kindergarten (6:00 - 6:45 PM) 

      Parent Night – Grade 3 (6:55 – 7:25 PM) 

      Board Meeting – 7:00 PM – BASH New Auditorium 

9    Parent Night—Grade 1 (6:00 – 6:30 PM) 

      Parent Night – Grade 2 (6:40 – 7:10 PM) 

10  Parent Night – Grade 5 (6:00 – 6:30 PM) 

      Parent Night – Grade 6 (6:40 – 7:10 PM) 

      Parent Night – Grade 4 (7:20 – 7:50 PM) 

11  Red, White and Blue Day 

23  Board Meeting—7:00 PM—Earl Elementary 

24  Third Grade Field Trip – Perkiomen Watershed (Kiester/Kumpf) 

25  Third Grade Field Trip – Perkiomen Watershed (Gehman/Nyce) 

29  Market Day Pick-Up—5:00—5:45 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MAIN OFFICE HOURS 

8:00AM – 4:30PM 

 

         Important Notice 
 

The penalty for violating Pennsylvania’s 
   School Bus Stopping Law Includes: 

                                $250.00 Fine, 5 points on your driving record,  
                                    and 60-Day Driver’s License suspension. 

HAVE A SAFE, HAPPY SCHOOL YEAR! 
 

   WES 



 

              Visit Our School’s Website 
                           The Washington Elementary School website has various features.  To view our school’s  
                           web page, visit our district website by: 

• Enter the website at www.boyertownasd.org 
• Click Enter Site 
• Click Visit Our Schools 
• Click Washington Elementary School 

 
                   

          WELCOME! New Staff at Washington  
                                           We welcome the following people to our WES family: 
 

� Linda Gehringer – Autistic Support Para-Educator � TBA – Autistic Support Para-Educator 

� Lisa Evans – Instructional Para Professional � Stacey (Reed) Smith – Speech Teacher 

� Marian Siepietowski – One to One LS Aide � Stacy Moser – LS Teacher 

� Catherine Gehman – 3
rd
 Grade Teacher � Patricia Dalton – Autistic Support  Teacher 

� Jessica Degen – Part time LS Teacher � Theresa Block – One to One LS Aide 

� Erica Fisher–One to One LS Teacher/Recess Aide � Amy Bernatowicz – Megan Linderman’s LTS 

� Erin Nester – Erica Hummel’s LTS � Kyle Fisher – Kathy Nyce’s LTS 

�  � TBA – Autistic Speech Therapist 

  

 
                              Notes to School 
 
                    In an effort to facilitate home and                     
                        school communications, our school will 
again provide the Note to School  paper for each 
family, to be sent home at the beginning of the school 
year.  We recommend that you keep this handy in a 
designated area in your home and use it when you 
need to communicate with us regarding such items as 
requests for early dismissal, picking up a child, or other 
information you need the office or your child’s teacher 
to know. 
 

 

Student Insurance 
 
Student Insurance will be available again this 
school year at the following prices: 
 
School time – Excluding Ext. Dental - $36.00 
                       Including Ext. Dental - $56.00 
24 hour coverage - Excluding Ext. Dental - $131.00 
                                Including Ext. Dental - $151.00 
School Insurance forms will be available in the 
school office at the start of the school year for 
interested parents.       
 

       BREAKFAST & LUNCH AND SNACK INFORMATION 
 
                             Breakfast & lunch and snack prices for the 2009-2010 school year will be as follows: 

� Student breakfast $1.10 
� Student lunch $2.00 
� Milk price $.50 

              
Applications for free and reduced priced breakfast and lunch will be sent home on the first day of 
school.  Until we process the new applications, last year’s free and reduced eligibility will remain 
in effect.  A reduced priced breakfast will be $.30 and a reduced priced lunch will be $.40. 
 
 



                           
                     Family Trips 

                              When planning a family trip,  
                              please refer to the Elementary  
                              Handbook.  It is very important 
to remember that an educational trip form must be 
submitted to the building principal at least two (2) 
days prior to the trip.  Educational trip forms that 
are submitted after the trip will not be approved.  
Please note that although permitted, we do not 
encourage absence from school. The activities of 
the classroom can never be fully made up.   
Please note that educational trips will not be 
approved during any standardized achievement 
tests, i.e., PSSA.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Mr. Iacobelli. 

 

 
                  Visitors & Volunteers 

 

 
All visitors and volunteers must report to the 
office whenever entering the building during 
school hours.  This includes before and after 
school.  Visitor or volunteer badges must be 
picked up and worn throughout your stay 
with us.  Please remember to return these 
badges to the office and sign out before 
leaving.  We will be looking for badges on all 
visitors in our building as a safety 
precaution. 

 
 

Parent Pick Up Procedures 
 
Please note the following parent pick up procedures: 

• If a child needs to be picked up by a parent or guardian at any time, a “parent pick-up 
form” will need to be submitted to the classroom teacher at the beginning of the school day.  Parents need to be 
advised that the names you designate on the emergency cards are for emergencies only.  These names do not 
apply for “parent pick ups.”  A note must be sent to school with the name(s) of authorized persons to pick up your 
child(ren). 

• If a last minute situation arises, calls must be placed to the office before 3:15PM to ensure that appropriate 
arrangements are made. 

• Enter the building through the side door near the music room.  Please park your vehicle in a parking space in the 
side parking lot and not along the driveway.  Parent pick up for dismissal time will be handled in the cafeteria. 

• Parents/Guardians who are picking up students at the end of the day must sign in when you arrive to pick up your 
child, have I.D. with you in case we need positive identification for safety purposes, and wait for their students in the 
cafeteria. 

• Please do not enter the hallway or use the student lavatories.  This will help ensure proper safety/security for all of 
our students. 

• At 3:25PM, all parent pick-ups will be dismissed directly to the cafeteria. 

 
    

ABITIBI Paper Retriever Recycling 
Program 

 
         Did you know that you can recycle newspaper, 
         magazines, shopping catalogs, office and  
         school papers and junk mail 24 hours/7days a 
         week at Washington Elementary School? This 

is an easy way for you to recycle your paper every week and 
help us raise money. Please remember to bring your paper 
and drop it in the Abitibi Paper Retriever located in the back 
to the school. There is no financial commitment from you, just 
bring us your paper!  Kindly spread the news to your friends 
and neighbors about our unique recycling program. 

    

        

 
Mark Your Calendars 
D.A.R.E. America Graduation –  
        Wednesday, March 10, 2010 @ 9:00 am 
 
6th Grade Recognition –  
        Thursday, June 10, 2010 @ 9:00 am 
Please mark your calendars. 

__________________________________ 
    

VISITOR 



 

STUDENT DROP OFF 

REMINDER! 
 

Our new student drop off procedure has been working wonderfully. Please remember that students can be dropped 
off in the front of the school between 8:25 – 8:45 AM. We ask that you adhere to the following safety procedures 
when dropping off your children. 
Safety Reminders: 

1. All cars should use the front circle to drop off students. Please travel around the circle and make one 
lane of cars along the front of the building. We anticipate unloading about 6 cars at a time. Orange 

cones will be placed along the sidewalk to mark the “drop off” zone. 

2. Students should exit the car on the right, closest to the building. When pulling away, please make 

sure that your children are safely on the curb. Also, when exiting, please remain in a single file and 

exit the school using the upper exit, closest to Route 100. Do not use the lower exit since this will be 

utilized by the buses. 

3. When pulling away from the sidewalk, do not pull out and pass the cars or vans that may be 

unloading. Please be patient and remain in single file as you exit the parking lot. 

If you have any further suggestions, or concerns regarding this topic, please contact me at the school at 610-754-
9589 or email me at ciacobelli@boyertownasd.org. Thank you for your continued support and understanding 
regarding this matter.   
                          

 
JOIN OUR H.S.A. 

Please join our H.S.A., which is our Home & School 
Association.  Sign up to be involved in just one of the 
many activities.  H.S.A. members provide so much for all 
of our students.  Our H.S.A. can only continue to do as 
much as it does with your help.  If every parent 
volunteers for just one activity, we can be more 
successful than ever.  
 
Your 2009-10 HSA Officers:  Marion Reigner, President; 
Jenn Martin, VP; Stacia Wenhold, Treasurer; Brenda 
Krupp, Secretary. 
 
The HSA would like to welcome back all returning 
students, families, and staff, and issue a warm welcome 
to all new  members of the Washington Elementary 
family!   
  
We've got a great year planned for you, with lots of new 
and exciting things that you and your kids can enjoy 
together.  We're kicking things off on Friday, September 
25th with a "Welcome Back Ice Cream Social" at 6:00pm, 
and Scholastic Book Fair. 
  
Visit our website - www.weshsa.com - for all things HSA.  
Check it out for information on events, activities, 
schedules, & special member perks. 
  
We're looking forward to serving you! 
 

 

                               School District  
                         Reading Requirement 
 
                       All students, grades 1 through 12, 
                       in the Boyertown Area School District 
are required to read a minimum of ten (10) books 
during the school year.  All novels used in the 
teaching of reading may be counted toward this 
reading requirement.  Students may read books that 
are not on the reading list.  You may consult with your 
child’s teacher to determine the appropriate reading 
level for your child.  The cumulative number of books 
recorded toward this requirement will appear on each 
report card.  Students must complete this 
requirement for promotion to the next grade as per 
district policy. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

Where:  Washington Elementary School 
       Date:  Thursday, October 22, 2009 

               Time:  7:30 a.m.- 8:00 p.m. 
 
All donors must be 17 years old, weigh 110 lbs. 
and be in good health. All registered donors will 
receive coupons for one ice cream and candy 
compliments of Bause’s Super Drug Store and 
Longacre’s Dairy. 
 



 
Transportation Policy – Reminder 

 
• Each year the student’s home address will be the starting point of transportation 

• Special transportation requests for other than home stops must be applied for on an annual basis                     
 
• Requests received before July 1 will be given priority for the upcoming school year.  Requests after July 1 

will be considered, but the likelihood of changes being established before the school year begins are 
uncertain 

 
• Only requests with regard to before school and after school childcare will be considered 

• Requests must be for a consistent schedule – 5 days a week for the entire school year.  An example would 
be that every morning the bus picks up the students at the home bus stop.  In the afternoon, the student 
will be delivered to the same daycare center each day for the entire school year 

 
• Daycare providers must be located no more than .3 of a mile off an existing bus route within the Boyertown 

Area School District 
 

• Daily bus passes will be limited to emergency purposes only, including unscheduled early dismissal days 
(i.e., weather related).  An emergency is defined as an uncontrollable, non-recurring event.  Bus drivers 
will not accept notes from parents. 

 

                                         
                                                                                              America 
 
     We will again be having the D.A.R.E. America program for students in grades 1, 2, 4, and 6 this year.  The 
emphasis of this program is to help students recognize and resist the many subtle pressures that influence them 
to experiment with drugs, gangs and violence.  In addition, program strategies focus on feelings related to self-
esteem, interpersonal and communication skills, decision making, and positive alternatives to drug abuse 
behavior.  Lastly, the program seeks to develop a positive attitude between the police and the community, 
especially the students in our school. 
     This year our D.A.R.E. America program will begin in December.  
     A D.A.R.E. parent orientation is scheduled for Tuesday, November 17, 2009 from 7:00 – 8:00 pm in the 
Washington Elementary cafeteria. All parents are welcome to attend. 
  
 

 

                         
 
 
 
 

RED, WHITE, & BLUE DAY 
Friday, September 11, 2009 

 
In remembrance of September 11, 2001, WES 
will hold a short moment of silence during the 
morning announcements.  We also urge all 
students and staff to show their patriotic pride by 
wearing the colors of the U.S.A.,  RED, WHITE 
& BLUE on Friday, September 11th. 
 

 
                               Tardy Students 
 
                      Attendance at school is important.   
                      This includes arriving on time in  
                      order to be ready to start each  school 
day properly.  School begins each day at 8:45AM. 
Any student being transported by private vehicle who 
arrives after 8:45AM will be considered tardy.  He/she 
must report to the office with the transporting 
adult before going to the classroom.  The adult will 
need to complete an excuse form indicating the 
reason for the tardiness.  When you sign your child in 
late at the office, please make sure both the tardy 
slip and sign-in sheet have recorded the number of 
minutes tardy.    



 
 
 
 
 

HELPFUL HINTS FOR A NEW SCHOOL 
YEAR…. 

 
• Make a plan for after-school activities. 

Schedule adequate time for homework, play, 
clubs, sports and practice 

• Scale back TV time 
• Establish a family reading time 
• Re-establish bedtimes for school nights 
• Keep a large calendar.  Mark each family 

member’s activities in a different colored pen 
• Collect important phone numbers.  Update 

doctor, work and other listings for the school 
office 

• Create a car pool.  Compare schedules and 
determine which parents can drive kids when 

• Have a back-up plan.  Find another parent 
who will exchange school pick-up favors in 
case you get sick or delayed by work or traffic 

• Spruce up a study space for your child.  
Include pens, pencils, a dictionary, and other 
needed supplies 

• Set up a file for school papers.  Place all 
school notices in it so you don’t misplace 
them 

• Get children in the habit of getting ready the 
night before school.  Set out clothes, pack 
lunch, and put the backpack by the front door 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NO PLACE FOR HATE® is a program that empowers 
school students to challenge anti-Semitism, racism, 
homophobia, and bigotry in all its forms.  The program was 
developed and implemented by the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL), one of the nations’s premier civil 
rights/human relations organizations, in partnership with 
Philadelphia Newspapers, Inc., and WPVI-TV.  NO 
PLACE FOR HATE® is endorsed by a coalition of forty-
five organizations representing a wide range of religious, 
educational, law enforcement, ethnic and community 
groups. 
 
Our schools are becoming increasingly diverse.  NO 
PLACE FOR HATE® celebrates that diversity and 
provides a unique opportunity for young people to acquire 
the tools they will need to address the challenges of a 
rapidly changing world.  Through NO PLACE FOR 
HATE® our school can promote respect of differences, 
foster an appreciation for diversity, create a more cohesive 
student body, and evoke pride in our school. 
 
Last spring, Washington Elementary became certified as a 
NO PLACE FOR HATE® school.  This certification is 
renewed on a yearly basis. 
Listed below are the four components to the program: 

• Students sign a “Resolution of Respect” 
• A committee  oversees anti-bias activities 
• Implement three or more activities that celebrate 

diversity and promote respect 

• Hold a renewal certification assembly 
 

 
                      PICTURE DAY @ WES 

                          will be held on       
                           Wednesday,  
                    October 7, 2009 ☺☺☺☺ 
___________________________________ 
                     

Megan’s Law 
 

The Pennsylvania State Police has 
established a website 
http://www.pameganslaw.state.pa.us/ 
Our school district  posts this website on 
our safety/security page, which is found 
on the home page of our district website.  
This information is being provided as a 
public service. 
 

 
 
                               Parent Visitation Day 
                         Thursday, October 22, 2009 
 
                      
     This year, Parent Visitation at WES will be held on Thursday, October 
22, 2009.  The purpose of this day is for you to be able to visit your child’s 
classroom and get a feeling for the routine that your child experiences on 
a daily basis.  
     We are proud of what we do at WES.  It is our hope that many of you 
will be able to visit WES in order to see the many fine things that occur in 
our school. 
     Remember that this is a parent visitation day.  Younger siblings are not 
permitted to accompany parents to school on this day. 
                   

 



 
 

Elementary Snack Price List 
 

Beverages  Snacks  

Milk .50 Ice Cream .60 

Capri Sun  .60 Frozen Juice Bar .60 

Spring Water (8 oz)  Cookie .50 

  Popcorn .50 

  Soft Pretzel (2) .50 

                          
Each student may purchase one beverage and/or one 
snack item per day. Unless a parent requests for a 
student to purchase only one snack item. 

 
      Parent/Teacher 
                         Conferences 

 
 

This year, Parent/Teacher Conferences for the first quarter 
will be held on the following dates: 
 
Thursday, November 19th (Conf. 4:30 – 7:30 PM) 
Monday, November 23rd (Conf. 1 – 3:30 PM) 
               (Early Dismissal 12:30 PM) 
Tuesday, November 24th (Conf. 1-3:30 & 4:30 – 7:30 PM) 
               (Early Dismissal 12:30 PM) 

 
Board of School Directors 

Board Meetings for the 2009-2010 School Year 
All meetings start @ 7:00 P.M. 

 
2009        2010 
September  8   Senior High New Auditorium  January  12   Education Center 
            22  Earl Elementary      26   Junior High West 
October          13  Education Center    February   9   Education Center 
            27  Washington Elementary     23   Colebrookdale Elementary 
November      10  Gilbertsville Elementary   March    9   Education Center 
December        1   Education Center      23   Junior High East Center 
                        8   New Hanover-Upper Frederick  April   13   Education Center 
                                  Elementary      27   Pine Forge Elementary 
        May  11   Education Center 
          25   Boyertown Elementary 
        June               8   Senior High New Auditorium 
          22   Education Center 
 
 

PARTNERING WITH OUR DAUGHTERS TO BE THEIR BEST 
For parents and daughters (grades K-12): A FREE Workshop 

  
This interactive evening will feature information, videos, sharing, and ideas for parents and daughters 
who are seeking more information about some of the tough situations girls experience in and out of 
school.  Join counselors Marilee Cassidy, Maureen Gerhart, and Peg Glasgow on Monday, October 5, 
2009 in the library at Junior High West from 6:30 to 8:00.  Together, learn more about relational 
aggression (“girl bullying”), cyber-bullying, and what to do about it.  
  
To register, please contact Joanne Oxenford, WES School Counselor at         610-473-1990 or by email 
at joxenford@boyertownasd.org.  For further information, please contact Joanne Oxenford or Marilee 
Cassidy, School Counseling Coordinator, at mcassidy@boyertownasd.org. 

 



Health Room News 
 
The PA School Health Act requires dental examinations for all students entering Kindergarten and third grade, and physical 
examinations for students entering kindergarten and sixth grade in the 2009-2010 school year; the physical and dental exams 
have to be completed on or after September 1, 2008.  A physical and dental is also needed for all students transferring 
into the building. Please contact the health room if you need a physical or dental form for an upcoming appointment or you 
can download forms at anytime from the BASD website @ http://www.boyertownasd.org/ under Services - Student 
Services - Health. Completed physical and dental forms for these grade levels are due by September 15, 2009. 
Medications at school: please refer to the BASD medication policy if your child needs to take medications during school 
hours.  All medications, over-the-counter and prescribed, require a written order from a doctor and written parent 

permission to be administered to a student by the school nurse.  Medication administration forms are available on the 
BASD Web site @ http://www.boyertownasd.org/ under Services - Student Services - Health.  
Head Lice:  September is National Head Lice Prevention month. To effectively manage head lice infestations and prevent 
excessive absences in school, the Boyertown Area School District has a strict No-Nit policy. Information about head lice can 
be accessed on the BASD website or through handouts on request to the health room. The school nurses perform random 
classroom head lice checks but the prevention and control of head lice begins in the home. If your child gets head lice, our 
policy requires parents to notify the health room: please help us prevent head lice by following the policy and checking your 
children often. 

Contact information for the WES health room: Health room hours: 8:25 AM  – 3:45 PM                                   

           Direct Nurse’s Line - 610-473-1970 

           Attendance Line – 610-754-9594 

Mrs. Diana E. D. Smith, RN, CSN  Tuesday thru Friday         email: desmith@boyertownasd.org 

Mrs. Karen Webb, RN  Monday                                               email kwebb@boyertownasd.org 

Welcome Back Students and Staff! 
  
HSA will be in the lobby during parent nights for membership sign-ups and to answer HSA questions. 

  

HSA will be selling School Store type items - we have lots of cool, fun items. 

Check out the Web Site http://weshsa.com for an entire list and description of items for sale.  

  

KidStuff Books will also be on sale at Parents Night $25.00 buy 4 get 5th free  - Great coupons!  You can also take 

order forms home to get additional orders from family and friends. 

  

HSA Yard Sale Contact Brenda Krupp kruppbrenda@yahoo.com 

Yard Sale 

Sept. 12th  (raindate Sept. 19th) 

7am - 1pm 

$15 for 2 parking spaces. 

  

Sept 14th HSA Meeting @ 3:45pm babysitting will be provided Please help the HSA get off to a great start come and 

join us!! 

Sept 25th HSA Welcome Back Book Fair and Ice Cream Social 

Come and have Ice cream on us and buy some books - a fun way to start the school year 

The Ice cream is free - please bring a topping to share  

Please contact Jenn Martin jlmartin4@comcast.net, to volunteer for the book fair 

and Joan Flack JoanFlack@comcast.net, to volunteer for the Ice Cream Social 

Sept 28th Sept Market Day Pickup 5-6pm 

 


