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WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL NEWS

The Home and School Working Together
Back to School Issue August/September 2011

Mr. Christopher lacobelli, Principal

Procedures for
Calling Students In
Absent or Tardy

When calling our health room
610-754-9594 for absences and
tardiness, make sure you give a
specific reason
absence i.e., sore throat, flu,
upset stomach, etc. If you feel
that your child might be able to do
the schoolwork missed, please let
us know who should bring his/her
work home or whether you will
pick up the homework after 3:30
pm. For safety reasons, we call
parents whose children are
absent but have not left a
message on the attendance line.
If we leave a message on your
cell, home, or work phone, please
call us back so that the absence
is verified. The teacher will give
the child an excuse blank to sign
if we do not receive a call. We
must receive a call or signed
excuse blank abo
absence. Without either of these
methods of communication, we
will need to record the absence
as unlawful. Also, if your child
sees a physician, please bring a
note from the physician. Please
call the number above before
9:00 a.m. to report your child
absent.

*Please refer to pages 8 & 15 in

the Elementary Handbook for
more information.
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Welcome Back!

As we start the 2011 - 2012 school year, we would like to

_ officially welcome you back to what we hope will be another
great year at Washington Elementary School. Everyone has
worked very hard to get the school ready for our students
and we look forward to many exciting things for this school year. Monthly
newsletters will be used to keep you informed of dates, events and other
pertinent information. Please support our H.S.A. officers who will continue the
excellent tradition of service to our scho o | communi ty, dend
Martin, President, Alexis Moyer, Vice President, Cher Carl Kline, Secretary,
and Stacia Wenhold, Treasurer. Remember, by working together we CAN make
a difference.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August
31 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

September

School Closed/Office Open

School Closed/Office Closed

D.A.R.E Parent Orientation (Grades 1, 2, 4, and 6) — 7:15 — 8:00 PM
Band Demos

Parent Open House (Grades 1, 3, 5) - 6:00 — 6:50 PM
Parent Open House (Grades 2, 4, 6) - 7:00 — 7:50 PM
9 Orchestra Demos

Red, White and Blue Day

School Board Meeting — 7:00 PM — Earl Elementary
Constitution Day

HSA Meeting (Library) — 7:00 PM

Picture Day

Back To School Picnic — 6:00 PM

School Board Meeting — 7:00 PM — Earl Elementary

oo ~NOoO O

13
16
19
22
23
27

MAIN OFFICE HOURS
8:00AM - 4:30PM

Important Notice

D The penalty for violatingPennsyl vani a’ s
L) ﬂ School Bus Stopping Law Includes:
=h

$250.00 Fine, 5 points on your driving record,
and 60-Da y D s liicensersuspension.
HAVE A SAFE, HAPPY SCHOOL YEAR!




Visit Our School’s Website

The Washington Elementary School website hasvar i ous f eatur es.
web page, visit our district website by:
1 Enter the website at www.boyertownasd.org
1 Click Enter Site
1 Click Visit Our Schools
1 Click Washington Elementary School

To view

WELCOME! New Staff at Washington

We welcome the following people to our WES family:

x  Anita Boyer — Orchestra

Tardy Students

x Jessica Hull — LS Teacher
Attendance at school is important. This

includes arriving on time in order to

be ready to start each school day properly.

School begins each day at 8:45AM. Any
student being transported by private vehicle who arrives
after 8:45AM will be considered tardy. He/she must
report to the office with the transporting adult
before going to the classroom. The adult will need to

x  Andrea Koch — Kindergarten Teacher
x Darla Lieb — Physical Education Teacher
x June Shenk — Nurse

x  Emily Swank — AS Teacher

complete an excuse form indicating the reason for the
tardiness. When you sign your child in late at the office,
please make sure both the tardy slip and sign-in sheet
have recorded the number of minutes tardy.

PICTURE DAY @ WES

will be held on
Thursday, September 22, 2011
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Student Insurance
Student Insurance will be available again this
school year at the following prices:

RED, WHITE, & BLUE DAY
Friday, September 9, 2011

In remembrance of September 11, 2001, WES will hold
a short moment of silence during the morning
announcements. We also urge all students and staff to
show their patriotic pride by wearing the colors of the
Un}S'A" RED, WHITE & BLUE on Friday, September
o,

School time — Excluding Ext. Dental - $36.00
Including Ext. Dental - $56.00
24 hour coverage — Excluding Ext. Dental - $131.00
Including Ext. Dental - $151.00
School Insurance forms will be available in the
school office at the start of the school year for
interested parents.

BREAKFAST & LUNCH AND SNACK INFORMATION

Breakfast & lunch and snack prices for the 2011-2012 school year will be as follows:
x  Student breakfast $1.10
x  Student lunch $2.20

x  Milk price $.50

Applications for free and reduced priced breakfast and lunch will be sent home on the first day of
school. Until we process the new applications, last year’s free and reduced eligibility will remain
in effect. A reduced priced breakfast will be $.30 and a reduced priced lunch will be $.40.



http://www.boyertownasd.org/

to remember that an educational trip form must
be submitted to the building principal at least two
(2) days prior to the trip. Educational trip forms o
that are submitted after the trip will not be school. Visitor or volunteer badges must be
approved. Please note that although permitted, | picked up and worn throughout your stay
we do not encourage absence from school. The with us. Please remember to return these

activities of the classroom can never be fully badges to the office and sign out before
made up. Please note that educational trips will

not be approved during any standardized
achievement tests, i.e., PSSA. If you have any h
questions, please contact Mr. lacobelli. precaution.

Family Trips . \Visitors & Volunteers
When planning a family trip, VISITOR
please refer to the Elementary
Handbook. Itis very important | A|| visitors and volunteers must report to the
office whenever entering the building during
school hours. This includes before and after

leaving. We will be looking for badges on all
visitors in our building as a safety

Please note the following parent pick up procedures:

1

Parent Pick Up Procedures

If a child needs to be picked up by a parent or guardianatanyt i me, a “-ppa rme nt pick
form” wil/| need to be submitted to the cl Raentsmeedtiobe e ad
aware that the names you designate on the emergency cards are for emergencies only. These names do not apply
for “parent pick ups.” A note must be sent to school with the name(s) of authorized persons to pick up your
child(ren).

If a last minute situation arises, calls must be placed to the office before 3:15 PM to ensure that appropriate
arrangements are made.

Enter the building through the side door near the music room. Please park your vehicle in a parking space in the
side parking lot and not along the driveway. Parent pick up for dismissal time will be handled in the cafeteria.
Parents/Guardians who are picking up students at the end of the day must sign in. When you arrive to pick up your
child, have 1.D. with you in case we need positive identification for safety purposes, and wait for their students in the
cafeteria.

Please do not enter the hallway or use the student lavatories. This will help ensure proper safety/security for all of
our students.

At 3:25PM, all parent pick-ups will be dismissed directly to the cafeteria.

be held on Thursday, October 27, 2011. The
purpose of this day is for you to be able to visit your

child' s classroom and get|outtheon-linedistrict calendar by going to

your child experiences on a daily basis. www.boyertownasd.org and clicking on the District
We are proud of what we do at WES. Itis our hope | Comprehensive Calendar link. This calendar will

that many of you will be able to visit WES in order to replace the paper calendar.

see the many fine things that occur in our school.

Remember that this is a parent visitation day.
Younger siblings are not permitted to accompany
parents to school on this day.

Parent Visitation Day o
Thursday, October 27, 2011 Boyertown Area School District Calendar

The “School District Cot
available on our district website main page. For the
latest dates and times of activities, please check

This year, Parent Visitation at WES will
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STUDENT DROP OFF REMINDER!

Please remember that students can be dropped off in the front of the school between 8:25 — 8:45 AM. We ask that you adhere
to the following safety procedures when dropping off your children.

Safety Reminders:

1. All cars should use the front circle to drop off students. Please travel around théde and makeonelane of
cars along the front of the building. We anticipate unloading about 6 cars at a time. Orange cones will be

pl aced along the si

dewal
Students should exit the car on the right, closest to the buildingVhen pulling away, please make sure that

k to mark the fAdrop off

your children are safely on the curb. Also, when exiting, please remain in a single file and exit the school
using the upper exit, closest to Route 100. Do not use the lower exit since this will be utilized bylihses.

3.

When pulling away from the sidewalk,do not pull out and pass the cars or vans that may be unloading.

Please be patient and remain in single file as you exit the parking lot.
If you have any further suggestions, or concerns regarding this topic, please contact me at the school at 610-754-9589 or
email me at ciacobelli@boyertownasd.org. Thank you for your continued support and understanding regarding this matter.

JOIN OUR H.S.A.

Welcome Back from your Home and School!! Please consider
joining the H.S.A., which is our Home & School Assaociation.
The cost is only $5 per family and this gets you into most
events free and some events at a discounted cost. H.S.A.
members provide so much for all of our students, teachers,
and our school. This year we hope to strengthen our bond by
working closely with our teachers and our homeroom parents.
Our H.S.A. can only continue to do as much as it does with
your help. If every parent volunteers for just one activity, we
can be more successful than ever.

Your 2011-2012 HSA Officers: Jenn Martin, President;
Alexis Moyer, Vice President; Stacia Wenhold, Treasurer;
Cher Carl Kline, Secretary.

This year we are trying something new and having monthly
meetings SO we can cover events happening that month and
stick to our one hour time frame! Our first meeting will be
held in the library on Monday, 9/19 at 7 pm.

The HSA would like to welcome back all returning

students, families, and staff, and issue a warm welcome to all
newmembers of the Washington
got a great year planned for you, with lots of new and exciting
things that you and your kids can enjoy together. We are
kicking things off on Friday, September23 r d wi t h
Back to School PWeowiil hawe’ inflaabless :
hot dogs, and light refreshments FREE for the whole family.

a

Look for information to come home with the youngest child
regarding the Kidstuff sale going on during the month of
September. Books will be sent home for viewing on 9/9 and
orders will be due back at school on 9/23/11.

Visit our website — www.washingtonhsa.com — for all things
HSA. Check it out for information on events, activities,
schedules, & special member perks. Better yet, "like" us on
Facebook to get up the minute information about activities
going on at school.

BLOOD DRIVE

Where: Washington Elementary School
Date: Thursday, October 27, 2011
Time: 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM

All donors must be 17 years old, weigh 110 Ibs. and be in
good health. Call 610-754-9589 to schedule an
appointment.

Parent/Teacher Conferences

This year, Parent/Teacher Conferences for the first
quarter will be held on the following dates:

Thursday, November 17" 4:30 — 7:30 PM
Monday, November 21 1:00 — 3:30 PM
(Early Dismissal 12:30 PM)
Tuesday, November 22" 1:00 - 3:30 PM
4:30-7:30 PM
(Early Dismissal 12:30 PM) ?

(

aﬂﬁg America

We will again be having the D.A.R.E. America program for
students in grades 1, 2, 4, and 6 this year. The emphasis
of this program is to help students recognize and resist the
many subtle pressures that influence them to experiment
with drugs, gangs and violence. In addition, program
strategies focus on feelings related to self-esteem,
interpersonal and communication skills, decision making,
and positive alternatives to drug abuse behavior. Lastly,
the program seeks to develop a positive attitude between
the police and the community, especially the students in our
school.

This year our D.A.R.E. America program will begin in
September.

A D.A.R.E. parent orientation is scheduled for Tuesday,
September 6, 2011 from 7:15 — 8:00 PM in the Washington
Elementary cafeteria. All parents are welcome to attend.
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Board of School Directors
Board Meetings for the 2011 - 2012 School Year
All meetings start @ 7:00 P.M.

2011 2012
September 13 Senior High New Auditorium January 10 Education Center
27 Earl Elementary 24 Junior High West
October 11 Education Center February 14 Education Center
25 Washington Elementary 28 Colebrookdale Elementary
November 8 Gilbertsville Elementary March 13 Education Center
December 6 Education Center 27 Junior High East Center
13 New Hanover-Upper Frederick April 10 Education Center
Elementary 24 Pine Forge Elementary
May 8 Education Center
22 Boyertown Elementary
June 5 Senior High New Auditorium

19 Education Center

Elementary Snack Price List 20112012

Beverages: School District Reading
i Requirement

Assorted Low fat Milk % pt $ 0.50
?;f%ge\?vgtaeﬁr(lsig;s 2 8'28 The district has discontinued the 10 book reading
' requirement for the 2011-2012 school year.
Ala carte Snacks:
Ice cream sandwich $ 0.60
Nutty buddy $ 0.60
Polish water ice $ 0.60 .
Cookie $ 0.60 201112 Curriculum Booklets
Soft Pretzel rods (2 per serving) $ 0.60
Juice Bar $ 0.60 | 2011-12 curriculum booklets can be found on the district

Each student may purchase one beverage and/or one snack
item a day. Unless a parent requests for a student to

website (under the Curriculum tab). This will replace the
paper copies that used to be distributed at parent night.

purchase only one snack item. http://www.boyertownasd.org/curriculum/parent-

resources/index.aspx
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Transportation Policy — Reminder e
Each year the student’s home address will be the starting point of transportation. %@g
Special transportation requests for other than home stops must be applied for on an annual basis. Qe

Requests received before July 1 will be given priority for the upcoming school year. Requests after July 1 will be
considered, but the likelihood of changes being established before the school year begins are uncertain.

Only requests with regard to before school and after school childcare will be considered.

Requests must be for a consistent schedule — 5 days a week for the entire school year. An example would be that
every morning the bus picks up the students at the home bus stop. In the afternoon, the student will be delivered to
the same daycare center each day for the entire school year.

Daycare providers must be located no more than .3 of a mile off an existing bus route within the Boyertown Area
School District.

Daily bus passes will be limited to emergency purposes only, including unscheduled early dismissal days (i.e.,
weather related). An emergency is defined as an uncontrollable, non-recurring event.

Bus drivers will not accept notes from parents.
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Health Room News:

The PA School Health Act requires dental examinations for all students entering Kindergarten and third grade, and physical examinations
for students entering kindergarten and sixth grade in the 2011-2012 school year. The physical and dental exams have to be completed on
or after September 1, 2Q0. Please contact the health room if you need a physical or dental form for an upcoming appointment or you
can download forms at anytime from the BASD website www.boyertownasd.org under Services- Student Services Health. Completed
physical and dental forms for these grade levels are due by September 15, 2011

Medications at school:please refer to the BASD medication policy if your child needs to take medications during school hours. All
medications over-the-counter and prescribed, require a written order from a doctor and written parent permission to be
administered to a student by the school nurseMedication administration forms are available on the BASD Web site
www.boyertownasd.org under Services - Student Services - Health.

Head Lice: September is National Head Lice Prevention month. To effectively manage head lice infestations and prevent excessive
absences in school, the Boyertown Area School District has a strict No-Nit policy. Information about head lice can be accessed on the
BASD website or through handouts on request to the health room. The school nurses perform random classroom head lice checks but the
prevention and control of head lice begins in the home. If your child gets head lice, our policy requires parents to notify the health room.
Please help us prevent head lice by following the policy and checking your children often.

Contact information for the WES health room:

Health room hours: 8:25 AM — 3:45 PM Phone: 610.473.1970

Mrs. Diana E. D. Smith, RN, CSN (Tuesday and Friday)  email: desmith@boyertownasd.org
Mrs. June Shenk (Monday and Thursday) email: jshenk@boyertownasd.org
Miss Pam Moyer (Wednesday) email: pmoyer@boyertownasd.org

Please feefree to contact the health room if there is any medical information you would like to about talk with the
school nurse.

From Your School Counselors, Mrs. Oxenford & Mrs. Hummel

Welcome Back to All!
Hopefully the summer break gave you time to relax. Now that we are all refreshed, it is time to focus our energy on another exciting
school year. We would like to welcome all new students and their families to WES. We look forward to getting to know you throughout
the year.

Reminder
Mrs. Joanne Oxenford is the full-time counselor and can be reached at 610-473-1990 or by email at joxenford@boyertownasd.org. Mrs.
Erica Hummel is the part-time counselor who is at WES every Friday and every other Monday. She can be reached at 610-473-1908 or by
email at ehummel@boyertownasd.org. If we can help you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Best Foot Forward
A new school year gives all students the opportunity for a fresh start. Help your children be successful in school by creating an
atmosphere of support for academics. Here are some tips from the American Academy of Pediatrics on developing good homework and
study habits.

1 Create an environment conducive to doing homework. Youngsters need a permanent work space in their bedroom or another part
of the home with the needed supplies.

Set aside ample time for homework.

Establish a household rule that the TV set stays off during homework time.

Be available to answer questions and offer assistance, but never do a child's homework.

To help alleviate eye fatigue, neck fatigue and brain fatigue while studying, it's recommended that children take breaks with some
stretching or exercise as needed.

1 If your child is struggling with a particular subject and you aren't able to help, talk this over with your child's teacher.

E R

Have a great school year!
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