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Choose one of the following:  
 
That Was Then, This Is Now — S.E. Hinton     (Lexile: 780) 
 
Set in the same working-class landscape as The Outsiders, That Was Then, This Is Now paints a 
deeply felt portrait of best friends Byron and Mark, as they grow up and grow apart.  
 
 
Catherine, Called Birdy — Karen Cushman     (Lexile: 1170) 
 
Set against a backdrop of life in a medieval manor, a 14-year-old girl feels trapped because her 
father is determined to marry her off to a rich man.  She manages to send several would-be 
husbands packing, but then comes a man from the north— the oldest, the ugliest, and the richest.  
 
 
Black Duck — Janet Taylor Lisle      (Lexile: 790) 
 
When Ruben and Jed find a dead body on the Rhode Island shore, they are certain it has something 
to do with smuggling liquor.  Suddenly, the boys find themselves caught in a war between two 
Prohibition gangs.  
 
 
Out of the Dust — Karen Hesse      (Lexile: 1040) 
 
A terrible accident has transformed Billie Jo’s life.  Her mother is gone. Her father can’t talk about it.  
And the one thing that might make her feel better — playing the piano — is impossible with her 
wounded hands.  To make matters worse, dust storms are devastating the family farm and many are 
fleeing Oklahoma.  
 
 
Flight #116 is Down — Caroline Cooney     (Lexile: 710) 
 
Heidi is sixteen, living on a huge estate.  She can't get better than C's, can't make many friends, and 
she doesn't think much of herself.  Patrick is seventeen, from a working family, and lives to be a 
volunteer emergency worker.  While Heidi's parents are away, a 747 crashes into her estate.  She 
makes her uncertain way toward the passengers, leaving her insecurities behind, simply to act.  
Patrick arrives first to wade through the carnage, while Darienne, a passenger, walks away unhurt.  
Hundreds of workers arrive and the book follows several of them, always focusing on the three 
teenagers: Heidi, Patrick, and the beautiful but incredibly selfish Darienne.  Daniel, a fifteen-year old 
trapped in the wreckage, feels his anger toward his parents dissolve as he wonders if he'll walk 
again, or even live.  But everyone forgets little five-year-old Teddie.  Will she survive?  Heidi and 
Patrick find unknown strengths within themselves as the suspense blazes forward.  


