December Principal’s Notes
Stephanie Petri, Principal

Gilbertsville Elementary
December Happenings

36 Congo Road, Gilbertsville, PA 19525

Dec. 4 – School Board Meeting
(Reorganization) – 6:30
PM – Education Center

610-369-7485 (Main)
AttendanceGES@boyertownasd.org (Attendance Email)
www.boyertownasd.org

Dec. 6 - Preschool Story Hour
11:00 am
Dec. 7 – Christmas Craft Night –
6:30 PM

REMINDER: UPDATED ATTENDANCE POLICY
(as per the federal government’s Every Student Succeeds Act)

“Dress for Holiday Fun”
Day

1. Parents/guardians may send an email to
attendanceGES@boyertownasd.org from the email address of
the parent/guardian on file with the district by 9:00am on any
day that their child will be absent or tardy. This form of
communication will not need a phone call or follow-up hand
written note.

Dec. 10 - Grade 4/5 Choral
Concert 6:30 pm

2. Parents/guardians may use the district website/app and fill out
the absence note by 9:00am on any day that their child will be
absent or tardy. This form of communication will not need a
phone call or follow-up hand written note.

Dec. 18 – School Board Meeting –
6:30 PM – Pine Forge
Elementary

3. Parents/guardians may call the attendance line at 610-369-7518 by
9:00am on any day that their child will be absent or tardy. However,
absences must now also be followed up with a handwritten parent note
or doctor’s note within three days of the student’s return to school.
Failure to submit the appropriate note within three days will result in
the absence being coded as unlawful, and this coding cannot be
reversed even if a note is handed in after the three day window. Once a
student has received three unlawful absences, a truancy elimination plan
may be enacted. This plan could lead to a citation from the District
Magistrate.

Dec. 13 – Grade 4/5 Choral
Concert – Performed for
the entire school during
school hours

Dec. 20 - Winter Celebration Party
for grades K, 1, 2
5th Grade to MSE for
holiday concert
Dec. 21 - Early Dismissal
12:30 pm
Winter Celebration Party
for grades 3, 4, 5
Holiday Sing-A-Long
D

Dec. 24 – Jan. 1 - Winter Break -

NO SCHOOL
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EARLY DISMISSAL – On December 21, we have a 12:30 p.m. early dismissal.
The Kindergarten schedule is as follows on early dismissal days:
AM Kindergarten—8:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
PM Kindergarten—10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP NEWS: Our Student Leadership will be collecting toys from November 27
through December 7 to be donated to Toys for Tots, sponsored by the Marine Corps. Friday, December 7, will
be ‘Dress for Holiday Fun’ day. They are also collecting money and gift cards for the HSA basket party that
supports Author day, family events, the sound system, and library books from December 3 to January 11 and the
class that brings in the most will win either a pizza party, pretzel party or ice cream party. Friday, January 11 will
be wacky hair day.

HOLIDAY MEAL: Our holiday meal will be served Wednesday, December 12. The meal includes roasted
turkey, mashed potatoes, green beans, baked apples and a holiday cookie. Lunch “B”, “C” and “D” choices will
also be offered.
HOLIDAY PARTIES: The winter parties are about to begin! The parties for grades K, 1, and 2 will be on
December 20. The parties for grades 3, 4 and 5 will be on December 21. Please check with your child’s teacher
as the parties will be at various times. Volunteers are reminded that for school safety, preschool children may not
attend the parties. If you have not had your license scanned into the Raptor System, please try to do so prior to the
party day to speed up the check in process. Volunteer name tags will be available upon arrival outside of the main
entrance.
HOLIDAY CHORAL PROGRAM INFORMATION: Hello from Mr. Horner, vocal music teacher at
GES! Our 4th and 5th grade Winter Chorus Concert is coming up Monday, December 10. Due to limited
parking spaces, the 4th Grade Chorus will perform first, from 6:30 to 6:50 p.m. The Vocal Ensemble Choir will
then perform from 7:05-7:25 p.m. The 5th Grade Chorus will perform from 7:40-8:00 p.m. (Please note that
these times will reverse for the spring concert - 5th grade chorus will sing at 6:30 p.m. and 4th grade will sing at
7:40 p.m.). We will need to include the use of our rear playground for parking. The doors near the gym will open
at 6:00 p.m.
When your child arrives, have them report to the music room to wait until the performance starts. 4th grade
students should arrive by 6:25 p.m. 4th grade families are encouraged to stay and watch the Ensemble perform
after the 4th Grade Chorus is finished, but will need to exit the building immediately following the Ensemble’s
performance. Fifth grade students in Ensemble should arrive between 6:45-7:00 p.m. 5th grade families who are
not in Ensemble can arrive at 6:50 p.m. to watch the Ensemble or arrive between 7:20-7:35 p.m.
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CONCERT UNIFORM: Each student will need to wear their new GES T-shirt (black). Have your child see me
if they do not have the GES T-Shirt. Also wear solid blue or black jeans or pants and nice sneakers or dress
shoes. No sandals or flip flops please.
For your future planning, the spring concert will be held Thursday, May 16, 2019 at 6:30 pm at GES. I look
forward to seeing you at the concert!
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Due to the number and variety of allergies in the building, students are reminded
that there should be no eating on school buses. Thank you for your understanding and support in helping us
maintain a safe environment for our students.
SNOW DAYS: On snow days, information about delays or cancellations will be provided through Blackboard
Connect. You may also listen to one of the stations listed in the District Elementary School Handbook or call the
district information line for specific information relating to weather. That phone number is 610-369-SNOW (610369-7669). Special announcements are also posted on the district website at http://www.boyertownasd.org/
DELAYED OPENINGS: In the event of a 2-hr. delayed school opening, the following “Modified Schedule” is
in effect for Kindergarten:
AM Session: 10:45AM to 12:40PM. Bus pick-up is two hours later than normal. Students depart from school at
approximately 12:40.
PM Session: 12:50PM to 3:30PM. Regular Schedule
COLD WEATHER REMINDER: Parents, as the weather turns colder, please make sure your child is prepared
to go outside for recess by dressing appropriately for the weather.
TESTING INFORMATION
PSSA (Pennsylvania System of School Assessment) testing will be given to students in grades 3, 4 and 5 from
April 15, 2019 thru May 3, 2019.
Parents should make sure appointments are NOT scheduled during these time periods.
Students will NOT be excused for educational trips during these testing periods.
Art Highlights from the First:
Fifth grade students built their own sketchbooks to be used throughout the school year for brainstorming ideas,
free draw time, and drawing prompts. They created two pieces of artwork designed around the idea of positive
and negative space in art. They also received the chance to build a jungle animal face out of clay. In fourth grade,
the students drew chameleons that were painted using tertiary colors, where they mixed primary colors and
secondary colors together. They also started their toucan drawings in which the peak will be colored by mixing
tints and shades. Third grade students used oil pastels to create warm or cool colored alligators, built jungle
flowers from clay, and started their symmetrical suns. In second grade, students learned how to properly color
with a marker, explored the colors of the rainbow, and mixed secondary colors using the primary colors. First
grade students enjoyed learning about geometric and organic shapes to construct an abstract collage. They also
created zebras using horizontal, vertical, and diagonal lines. During their extra special time, they focused on
activities to improve their coloring, tracing, cutting, and gluing skills.
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More Important News from the Nurse…
Health Screening Notification Letters


Health Screening Notification letters will be mailed to students’ parents/guardians this month. The letter
contains the results of your child’s annual health screenings. Parents/guardians of students that failed a
vision or hearing screening at school will be contacted by the school nurse and referred for further medical
evaluation; referral letters for an MD to complete at that evaluation will be sent home with the students. If
you have not been directly contacted by the school nurse, your child passed the screenings that were done
for their grade.

Physical and Dental Exams
 Parents of K/1 students: Physical exams are now due. Please return your child’s physical form as soon
as possible. If you need a new form, please contact the nurse’s office or you may print a form from the
district website at: www.boyertownasd.org and clicking on the Services tab and then clicking on student
services.
 Parents of K/1 and 3rd grade students: Dental exams are now due. If you have not yet submitted your
child's dental report, please return it to the health room as soon as possible. If you are in need of a form,
please contact the nurse’s office or you may print a form from the district website at:
www.boyertownasd.org and clicking on the Services tab and then clicking the student services tab.
Cold and Flu Season
As the cold and flu season begins, here are a few reminders:
 Please remind your children to dress appropriately for outdoor recess.
 Please remind your children to wash their hands often to prevent the spread of colds/flu at home and in our
classrooms.
 The BASD medication policy does not allow elementary students to use cough drops at school because they
present a choking hazard. Students may gargle with salt water or drink fluids during school hours to treat
mild sore throats symptoms. Please consult your health care provider if your child has a severe sore throat or
symptoms lasting more than 3 days.
 Reminder: if your child needs medication during school hours, please review the BASD medication policy in
the elementary school handbook or on the BASD website at http://www.boyertownasd.org/ under Services,
Student Services, Health. Students may not bring any medications to school.
 Please consider getting your child chap-stick or Vaseline to use on their lips to prevent dryness and
chapping. Encourage them to use it frequently.
 Please consider the following when deciding if your child should be in school with an illness:
 Occasionally, it may be necessary for a student to remain home from school due to illness. The following
guidelines should be followed when determining if he/she should stay at home. Please consider the rest of
the school population when making these decisions.
 If your child experiences a bout of nausea, vomiting, diarrhea or fever or rash 24 hours prior to school; the
student should stay at home and be watched for further symptoms. Fever is defined as a temperature 100°
or above without the use of fever-reducing medication. The student’s temperature should remain normal
without the use of fever-reducing medication for 24 hours prior to returning to school.
 It is advisable for the student to stay home from school if any of the following symptoms are exhibited:
unusual skin eruptions, chills, discharge or redness of eye(s), or persistent cough.
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Students should not be sent to school to be evaluated by the school nurse with an illness or injury that
occurred at home. Any serious illness or injury occurring at home must be evaluated by the
student’s healthcare provider.
If your child was sent home from school the previous day for a fever or illness, they should remain home the
following day.

Head Lice












During each school year, almost without fail, we can expect to find some cases of head lice among our
students. To control outbreaks in our schools, the Boyertown Area School District follows the PA
Guidelines for School Based Program for Control for Lice Infestation (2011). When an active head louse
infestation is detected by the school nurse (findings of crawling insects or nits within one half inch of the
scalp), the student’s parent or guardian will be asked to come to school and take the student home for
treatment.
The parent or guardian will have two options for treatment: (1) Contact their family physician for diagnosis
and treatment or (2) use a checklist provided by the school nurse for at home treatment using an over-thecounter pediculicide (chemical shampoo that kills lice). The school nurse will also check any siblings in
grades K through 12 that may have been exposed or possibly be infested with head lice.
Students with head lice will be excluded from school and from riding the school bus until the school nurse
or child’s physician determines the student has received proper treatment and is non-infectious. Students
may return to school once they have been treated with an approved pediculicide. Parents or guardians must
present proof of the pediculicide used for treatment (empty bottle or dated receipt) to the school nurse.
Students should receive a second treatment in 7-10 days. Retreatment is recommended because no
approved pediculicide completely kills all eggs. The school nurse will do a follow up check in 7 – 10 days
to ensure the at home treatments have been effective.
Prevention and control of head lice begins in the home: parents should routinely check their children for
head lice and not allow them to share hats, clothing, brushes, combs or sleeping bags with other children.
Individuals become infested with lice by coming into close contact (usually head-to-head contact) with an
lice-infested person, by wearing infested garments, by using infected combs and brushes, or by lying on
infested carpets, beds, or upholstered furniture that have recently been used by an infested person.
We strongly urge all parents to read about head lice and inspect the hair and scalp of their children
regularly. Please contact the school if you discover that your child has lice. The Boyertown Area School
District trust that with the school and home working cooperatively, head lice can be kept under control with
minimal inconvenience to our students and their families. More information on head lice is available on
the BASD website at http://www.boyertownasd.org/ under Services, Student Services, Health or from the
school nurse. Please help us prevent head lice by following the policy and checking your children often.
Reminder: Anytime you have phone number changes, either at home, work, or for an alternate, please
notify the main office or health room in writing so we can keep your child’s emergency contact information
current.
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Upcoming Special Events

Thursday

January 10

Preschool Story Hour

Friday

January 11

Wacky Hair Day

Thursday

January 17

Spring After School Bowling begins

Monday

January 21

MLK Day-NO SCHOOL

Thursday

January 24

Preschool Story Hour

Friday

January 25

Family Movie Night

Wednesday

January 30

Early Dismissal

11:00 am

11:00 am

12:30 pm
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